
 

 

In late April and May 2018, Bangor High School and five regional high schools participated in a collaborative reading 

project that crossed school department and geographic boundaries in many innovative ways.  The grant connected 

approximately 45 young adults from regional high schools;  Bangor, Brewer, Hampden, Hermon, MDI, and Old Town, 

with the goal of reading young adult fiction and nonfiction titles focusing on social issues faced by today’s youth.  

Matching funds granted by the Maine Humanities Council together with Bangor High School Library funds procured sets 

of five collaboratively selected young adult titles including the one nonfiction title listed below:   

The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater (nonfiction), The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas, The Symptoms of Being Human by Jeff 

Garvin, The Art of Being Normal by Lisa Williamson, and It’s Kind of a Funny Story by Ned Vizzini.  Each book featured a 

dynamic young adult character facing challenges such as gender identity and expression, bullying, social anxiety, and/or 

suicide and emerged as an advocate for themselves and others.  High school students participating in the project 

selected a book to read and became involved in online discussions held in Google Classroom designed for each book 

which were monitored by school librarians and teachers.  Google Hangouts were held live from Bangor High School; one 

in mid-April as a kickoff to the project, and then six weeks later, on Friday, June 1, the second Google Hangout was held 

bringing together schools, readers, and a professional panel in a culminating event.  During this Google Hangout, 

students were introduced to experts from regional social services agencies trained in working with youth.  Their 

expertise brought attention to support services and programming for local youth going through the same challenges as 

the featured fictional and nonfictional characters of the books. 

Chris McLaughlin, Associate Vice President of Community and Pediatric Services of Acadia Hospital, Sarah Lentz, 

Program Coordinator of Hardy Girls and Healthy Women, Ambureen Rana, Coordinator of The Health Equity Alliance, 

and Amy Hughes, Co-Coordinator of The Peace and Justice Center of Eastern Maine discussed agency goals.  Students 

contributed thoughts and ideas surrounding issues being faced by youth in high schools today.  Resources, networking, 

and volunteer opportunities were shared along with an emphasis on the importance of making connections for those in 

need.   

Appreciation is extended to the school departments for facilitating access to librarians and teachers to monitor Google 

Classrooms that crossed school districts and for providing technical support to bring everyone together via Google 

Hangout.   Thank you to our guest presenters and to those in each school who encouraged students to get involved in 

the project.  A special acknowledgement goes to the students who took time out of their school schedules to read, 

empathize, and Consider All Stories. 

 

Nancy Watson, Bangor High School Librarian    

 

 


